Common Sense Media
www.commonsensemedia.org

“Common Sense Media is dedicated to improving the lives of kids and families by
providing the trustworthy information, education, and independent voice they need
to thrive in a world of media and technology.”
The site gives parents a free place to go and research the music, TV, movies,
games, and websites that your children see. This tutorial will show you how to use
the basic features of www.commonsensemedia.org.

Common Sense Media has a simple
registration process that you can follow to
see the features on their site. Signing up
is a breeze!
Simply click on the “Sign me up” link in
the top right corner of the page. If you
have already registered, you can click
“Login.”
Please know that you do not need an
account to use this site. However, having
an account opens more options.
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After you click on the “Sign me
up” link you will be taken to this
screen. Choose your age
group, type in your email
address, and make up a
password according to the
guided directions. You can also
choose to become a member
by using a social media
account like Facebook, Twitter,
or even your Gmail!

Complete your registration by
answering a few final questions or
choose “Skip for now.”
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Congratulations, you just
registered for Common
Sense Media! In the top
right corner of the page you will see
your username.

Now that you are registered you can add more information to your profile if you want to, or
you can start browsing and searching for content. If you are unsure of what you are looking
for, the sections above are a great place to start. Reviews, Top Picks, and News & Advice
offer a great deal of information that will help anyone become more Internet literate.

Overall Quality
As you browse, keep in mind the
rating systems. You will see the
youngest appropriate age based on
content, and a 5 star rating of overall
quality.

Youngest Appropriate Age

When looking at specific titles, there
is a list of content categories with indepth information on each title. Each
category is rated on a scale of 0-5;
or it will say “not present”. If three
are highlighted, that means there’s a
fair amount of that type of content,
and five highlighted dots indicates
that there's lots of it.
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BROWSING

By moving your mouse over the
“Reviews” section, you can start
browsing by different types of media.
In this example, we are going to
choose “Websites.” Go ahead and
select “Websites.”

Now you will be giving the opportunity to narrow your
results. You can search by a specific age....

You will also have the option of narrowing results by
genre, subject, skill, learning rating, topics, and more!
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SEARCHING
If you know exactly what you are
looking for, you can simply search
for it using the search bar at the
top right corner of the homepage.

As an example, I am going to search
for the popular media site YouTube.
Simply enter your search term and you
will notice that a number of search
results will appear automatically in a
drop-down menu.

Select the site you are
looking for, or if you don’t
see what you want, click on
“See all results” or the
search icon.

Here is the basic summary
review. Based on the key
included earlier in this
tutorial, it appears that
YouTube is appropriate for
children aged 13 and up, and
is rated 4 out of 5 stars for
overall quality. Parents
should take note that “iffy
stuff abounds”
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The more detailed
review will present
specific information
that is important for
parents to know as
their children explore
the media you have
searched for.

Want a second opinion? Read reviews from parents and kids alike to see what they have to say!
For a more professional summary of the good, the bad, and the ugly of new media click the “Is It Any
Good” or the “Talk to Your Kids About…” sections.
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Help with other topics

CommonSenseMedia also provides some powerful
advice on a wide range of media topics. Head
back to the home page and look in the main toolbar
for the “News & Advice” section.

Here you will find lots of information on everything from
Facebook advice for parents to cyberbullying.

That’s CommonSenseMedia!
Have fun exploring!
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